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annuity. He settled as a physician in one of the Leeward Islands. A man was sent out to him merely to compound his medicines. This fellow set up as a rival to him in his practice of physick, and got so much the better of him in the opinion of the people of the island that he carried away all the business, upon which he returned to England, and soon after died.'
On Friday, March 22, having set out early from Henley', where we had lain the preceding night, we arrived at Birmingham about nine o'clock, and, after breakfast, went to call on his old schoolfellow Mr. Hector2. A veiy stupid maid, who opened the door, told us, that ' her master was gone out; he was gone to the country; she could not tell when he would return.' In short, she gave us a miserable reception; and Johnson observed,' She would have behaved no better to people who wanted him in the way of his profession.' He said to her,' My name is Johnson ; tell him I called. Will you remember the name ?' She answered with rustick simplicity, in the Warwickshire pronunciation, ' I don't understand you, Sir.'—' Blockhead, (said he,) I'll write.' I never heard the word blockhead applied to a woman before, though I do not see why it should not, when there is evident occasion for ita. He, however, made
1  Henley in Arden, thirteen miles from Birmingham.
2  Mr. Hector's house was in the Square—now known as the Old Square.   It afterwards formed part of the Stork Hotel, but it was pulled down when Corporation Street was made.    A marble tablet had been placed on the house at the suggestion of the late Mr. George Dawson, marking the spot where ' Edmund Hector was the host, Samuel Johnson the guest.'    This tablet, together with the wainscoting, the door, and the mantelpiece of one of the rooms, was set up in Aston Hall, at the Johnson Centenary, in a room that is to be known as Dr. Johnson's Room.
3  My worthy friend Mr. Langton, to whom I am under innumerable obligations in the course of rny Johnsonian Histoiy, has furnished me with a droll illustration of this question.    An honest carpenter, after giving some anecdote in his presence of the ill-treatment which he had received from a clergyman's wife, who was a noted termagant, and whom he accused of unjust dealing in some transaction with him,
anotherar regard f«»r his memory, has com-«j»m«« ,»lnl i»» »««• ihr following explanui.u«n :-•                             ,
